
   
 

A Less than Perfect Life BUT Good Enough 
 

 It was 2001 and a young woman stood before the  

Oklahoma Annual Conference in front of  the more 

than five hundred lay and clergy members seated in the 

sanctuary at St. Luke’s UMC in Oklahoma City.  She was 

to be ordained a new elder in the conference, like the 

others to be ordained, she had shared her call to ministry 

with various boards and written numerous theology  

papers before this moment.  Trembling with fear she 

knelt as the Bishop’s hands were placed on her 

head.  She remembered how her great spiritual mentors 

Rev. Sharon Fletcher-Taylor and Rev. Kathleen  

Baskin-Ball helped shape her ministry and now placed 

their hands on her shoulders.  She thankful thought of 

all the cloud of witnesses and others who had grounded 

her in faith and raised her to be a Christian.  She thought 

about how when she was ordained a Deacon in 1997 

and that she laid wart-ridden hands on the bible.  How 

embarrassed and inadequate she had felt during that ex-

perience.  How she had questioned her worthiness to be 

ordained and to follow in the wake of such amazing 

ministers.  A less than perfect life laid open before the 

church and God. 
 

But then, as if the transformation were happening in 

that very moment, she rose from kneeling and she lit 

up.  She claimed with courage the call to ministry that 

had been given to her.  For on that night, she stood in 

front of everyone, in the company of witnesses that she 

had since learned were not perfect icons of faith, but 

fragile human beings in ministry only by the grace of 

God.  She would stand with them and lay her hands 

once again on the bible and commit her life, as  

inadequately faithful as she may be at times, to ministry 

as an Elder in the United Methodist Church.  And she 

knew without a doubt that God would use her hands, 

like so many others, to share the healing love of Christ 

with a broken world. 
 

Those hands have long since shed their unsightly warts 

but the memory of them remains strong and perpetually  

serves to both humble this older woman and remind her 

that God makes perfect what we cannot. 
 

This less than perfect BUT good enough (through God’s 

grace) pastor is excited about serving in ministry with 

each and every one of you.  I’ve already experienced 

such overwhelming care and support from those at  

Madison UMC!  The parsonage is so beautiful; and I 

know so many who have given such time and effort to 

make it comfortable for me.  Some of you have brought 

food and smiles to the parsonage.  A group came the day 

I moved in with willing hands to help and greetings of 

welcome.  I am truly thankful, excited, blessed to be  

appointed to Madison UMC!  I’m also excited to share 

that as of the Clergy Session in June I am now a part of 

the Western NC Conference of the UMC (until last 

month I’ve been on borrow from the Oklahoma  

Conference).   
 

This is an unprecedented time in the life of the 

church.  I know this beginning as the new pastor will 

look differently than it ever has before.  It may take me 

more time to get to know each one of you.  If you ever 

have any questions of me, please know I am available by 

cell phone (336) 422-6807 or (405) 323-4425 or 

email tschumpert@wnccumc.net or tlschumpert@gmail.

com.   
 

I pray that you will offer me some flexibility and  

patience as I navigate ministry in a new church in a 

COVID-19 world.  I look forward to all that God has in 

store for us as a community of faith in the coming year!   
 

Peace, Pastor Tracy  

              WELCOME OUR NEW PASTOR 

We welcome Pastor Tracy Schumpert as our 

new pastor.  Her first worship service with us 

will be on Sunday,  July 12th.   
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HANDS OF GOD FOOD PANTRY 
 

The food items needed for our Hands 

of God food pantry this month are:  

Jiffy cornbread mix, ramen noodles, a 

variety of canned beans, i.e; white 

beans, kidney beans, etc.  Also, toiletries needed are 

soap, shampoo, toothpaste, and individually packaged  

toothbrush's.   
  

Please bring your donations and place them in 

the blue plastic tubs that are in the back hallway next to 

the fellowship hall entrance.  Thank you in advance for 

your donations. 

 

Submitted by Carolyn Evans 

Hands of God Representative 

                  HAPPY JULY BIRTHDAY! 

 2nd -  Curtis Howe 

 5th -  Bobby Pleasants, Sydney Hawkins 

 7th -  Meredith Hawkins, Meredith Lake Muslin 

 8th -  Brenda Griffin 

 9th -  John TerLinden 

12th -  Ben Sharpe 

14th -  Riley Hawkins 

15th  -  Donna TerLinden 

17th -  Virginia Sheppard, Holly Williamson 

18th -  Carol Webster 

23rd -  Peggy Webster 

24th -  Dwight Lake 

25th -  Packer Elmore, Alyssa Halipilias 

27h -  Noah Coleman, Ava Williamson, Dennis Webster 

28th -  Cecil Kemp 

30th -  Shelia Lake 

                           Prayer Requests:  

The ongoing pandemic of the COVID 19 Virus,  

Doug Cardwell, Linda Tosto, Bill Williamson,  

Paige Carlton, Heather Lowery Vye, Billy Sentelle,  

Virginia Sheppard, James Wilkinson, Trevor Vernon,  

Shannon Richardson, Blake Carroll, Shirley Roberts,  

Lynda Coltrane, Kathryn Scott, Ila Hughes, Margaret 

Price, George Dick 

 



JULY 2020

Sun Mon 

 

Tue Wed 

1 

Church office closed 

Thu 

2 

Church office closed 

 

Fri 

3 

 

Sat 

4 

5 

 

10am  Worship Service

(outdoors) 

6 

 

8 

 

9 

 

11 

 

12 

13 

10am Worship Service

(outdoors) 

 

 

14 15 16 17 18 19 

 

20 

 

10am Worship Service

(outdoors) 

21 22 23 24 25 

 

26 

27 

 

10am Worship service 

(outdoors) 

28 29 30    

     UMYF (Youth Fellow-

ship 

MOH (Meals of Hope) 

WW (Wonderful Wed.) 

UMM (United  

Methodist Men) 

UMW (United  

 Methodist Women 

COM (Council On  

Ministries) 

FH (Fellowship Hall) 



   
 

(336) 548-6658   • www.mumcnc.com • 110 W. Academy St. Madison, NC   27025 

Office Hours: 

Monday-Thursday 8:30am-1:30pm 

Closed Fridays 

         Sunday Worship Schedule: 

10:00 am Worship Service (outside) 

Preschool Hours  2nd Wednesdays  3rd Thursdays 

8:30am-12pm Mon-Thurs.         Wonderful Wednesday  Meals of Hope 

9am - 11:30am Fri.         6:00pm          5:30pm  

Fall  thru Spring                                         (postponed for now due to COVID) 

Church Staff: 

Pastor:  Rev. Tracy Schumpert 

 tlschumpert@gmail.com.   

 tschumpert@wnccumc.net 
 
Administrative Assistant:  Wendy Biggs 
 mumcnc@gmail.com    
 

Youth Leader:  Josh Follweiler 
 jfollweiler@rock.k12.nc.us  
 

Preschool Director: Willa Sackfield 
 wsackfield@gmail.com  
 

Preschool Teachers: 

2’s - Crystal Blakenship & Jessica Yaskanich 

3’s -  Willa Sackfield & Deanna Shreve 

Madison UMC 
110 West Academy St. 
Madison, NC  27025 

OUR MISSION 

As the body of Christ we  

PROCLAIM the Good News of 

Jesus Christ as Lord,   

INSTRUCT individuals in the 

faith, so they can grow spiritually 

and morally strong::  

NURTURE and CARE for one 

another, to build up the body of 

Christ, and SERVE those in 

need, simply because they are in 

need. 
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